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What is GDPR? 
GDPR is a requirement to businesses operating within the European Union (EU) in 2016 that replaces the Data Protection Directive 95/46/ec that regulates how businesses protect their data (Bieker et al., 2016). The GDPR became effective in 2018, effective replacing Directive 95/46/ec and companies that are not in compliance with the GDPR requirements and operating within the EU will are or will be subjected to stiff penalties. Some key data processing requirements of the GDPR are: requiring the consent of subjects before data processing, anonymizing collected data to protect privacy, provision of data breach notifications, safe handling of data across interfaces, and mandatory requirements for some companies to have data protection officers (Lachaud, 2016). 
One of the main questions that people who do not know the GDPR ask is why would EU subject companies to the use of the GDPR? The simple answer to the question is that Europe has a long history of public concern over privacy. Thus, the GDPR underlines EU stringent guidelines to company protection of their clients’ privacy where more than 80% of customers in a survey that covered France, Germany, Italy, and The U.K were worried about their banking data (Goddard, 2017). 
Does it mean that GDPR is only for the EU member states? 
GDPR is a formulation of the EU that requires that all member states will be using the policy and by extension will not form a data security law of their own (Chessang, 2017). However, the GDPR regulation will have a global impact since all companies or even countries across the globe wishing to do business with the EU or its citizens will comply with the regulations as per the GDPR requirement. Thus, the GDPR has a global outlook and in a calculated way will affect all countries in the world. 
Importance of the GDPR
GDPR is important because it protects clients varied data (Goddard, 2017). For instance, political opinions, sexual orientations, health data, biometric data, and even financial details. The GDPR is also important because it forces companies to ask for personal consent should they feel the itch to share personal data. While sharing personal data also, there are certain requirements that should be followed like making the data anonymous. The GDPR is also made law in that it allows people and even companies whose data has been breached to seek legal redress under good protection of the government (Regulation, 2016). Another important aspect of the GDPR is that it ensures that people and companies have access to security breach alerts so that individuals and companies can know when their data security has been compromised. There is also monitoring of data transfer where corporate have restrictions on personal data transfers and this individual data is highly classified and protected since there are heavy penalties to companies to personal data transfer especially without consent. 
Conclusion
In a nutshell, GDPR is a data regulation formulation that was formed to replace the Data Protection Directive by the EU members but it seems to have a global impact on data regulation. It proposes a number of data protection steps for companies which include having data management officers, risk assessment for data protection, data breach notifications, among other requirements. It is important because it safeguards individuals’ data against unnecessary and unwarranted breaches. 
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